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commodore 


PRODUCT MARKETING UPDATE 


(COMPANY CONFIDENTIAL) 


Objective 


The objective of this report is to give an overview of 
developments currently underway and planned from a marketing 
perspective that are likely to be of relevance over the next 


Six(6) months. 


It 1S an update on the report issued in June for use at the 
Nassau International Management Meeting. 


Corporate Marketing 
July 1, 1982 


The COMMODORE 64 


Literature 

A comprehensive U.S. launch brochure has been released. Artwork and 
photography available upon request. 
Packaging 

A corporate theme has been established complete with logo. This is 
being used in addition on manuals and is planned to be used with certain 
software packaging. The theme draws on the current VIC style for a tie- 
in. 
Advertising 

Proposals for USA creative have been prepared and are under 
production. Copies will be distributed in July. 
Documentation 

Users Manual - Already Released 

Programmers Reference Manual ~— Due August 

Music & Sound Book -— Due September (also for P Series) 

Graphics Book - Proposed Only (also for P series) 

Book of Programs — Proposed Only 


Technical Notes 


Software Authors Technical Notes have been distributed. 


Software and Hardware Developments 


The following is a list of projects initiated of international 
interest: | 


Commodore 64 Hardware Report | | L. Ercolino 


COMMODORE 64 


SYSTEM TREE 


| NEW UNDER 
EXISTING DESIGN CONSIDERATION 


--COMMODORE 64 | --cp/M - Z80 card -~Thermal printer 
-DATASSETTE f-LEEE cartridge -Cartridge Expander 
Board 
--VIC DISK -~Network Cartridge -Low cost 
(VIC1541 ) | Micro Drive 
(tape/disc) 
-VIC Graphics Printer --VIC Wide Carriage -RS 232C 
| Printer 
-VICMODEM | -VIC Printer/Plotter -Advanced 
(N. America) Joystick 
-MODEM ADAPTER -Accoustic Coupler 
(N. America) (European model) 
-AutoviIc -Keyboard 
| Synthesizer 
-Lightpen -Synsonic Drum 


—-Joystick (replacement) 
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THE COMMODORE 64 SOFTWARE FAMILY BY CATEGORY 


Business Tools 


CMAR Prof. Time 
Easy Calc 

Easy File 

Easy Finance 
Easy Graph 

Easy Mail 

Easy Planner 
Easy Script 


Education 


Computer Tutor 
Meta—Music I 

Assembler Tutor 
Gortex/MicroChip 

Intro BASIC 

Public Domain Educational 
MAX Educational Series 
(LOGO) 

(Video Support) 

(COMAL) 

(High Res Graphic) 

(MAX Art & MuSic Series) 


Communications 


Home Terminal 
IntraOffice Term 
Term—64 


category. 


Computer Language & Tools 


Assembler System 
DOS Wedge 

LOGO 

PET Emulator 
UCSD Pascal 
Video Support 
Basic Compiler 
COMAL 

High Res Graphic 
3D Graphics Pkg. 
MAX Programming Aid Series 


Entertainment 


MAX Art & Music Series 
MAX Bally/Midway Series 
MAX Video Arcade Series 
MAX Sports Series 
(Meta—Music* I) 

(Video Support) 
(Gortex/MicroChip) 
(High Res Graphic) 

(3D Graphics Pkg.) 


General 


Mail List (Cassette) 
Simple Word Processor 
Commodore Lifestyle Series 


Parentheses () indicate software project appears in more than one 
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The MAX MACHINE 


Literature 

A comprehensive U.S. launch brochure has been distributed. Artwork 
and photography will be available upon request. 
Packaging 

A Corporate packaging theme and logo has been established. This will 
cover software and hardware and has links back to the VIC, and Commodore 
64 Corporate Styles. 
Advertising 

Proposals for U.S. creative have been prepared and are under 
conSideration. Copies distributed within U.S. Sales Divisions. 
Software 


A status report on current developments is attached. 


Technical Notes 


An authors package has been distributed. Please note that at the 
present time the MAX Machine does not operate with a cassette deck. A 
more advanced BASIC cartridge would be needed for this. The MAX is a game 
machine that you can learn simple programming on and NOT a computer that 
can play games. 


THE MAX VIDEO GAME SYSTEM 


MA X 

Joysticks | Light Pen Commodore Audio 
Cassette Output 
Paddles Advanced Music TV Output 

Joystick Overlay 
Cartridges Roller Keyboard 
Ball 

Game Proposed Proposed Standard 
Options Game Options Cartridge Features 


Options 


MAX SOFTWARE UPDATE 


The MAX Software Series represents a new family of software for 
Commodore. Here are the key elements of the program: 


1. Software Categories. MAX software is divided into 7 


Categories, coded by product number as follows: 


31868 - Programming Aids 

3208 - Art & Music 

3360 - Educational 

3480 - Bally Midway Games 

3588 - Video Arcade Series (Commodore games) 
3688 - Sports Challenge 

3788 - Commodore Lifestyle (practical programs) 


Providing a range of software by category appeals to a wider range 
of customers, allows us to identify and target "popular" 
categories, and gives retailers a complete software "menu." A 
chart showing individual titles by category and a programming 
Status report are both attacned. 


2. Cartridge Specifications. MAX cartridges will work in the 
MAX 


current MAX MACHINE, the COMMODORE-64 and variations of both. 
cartridges may have up to 2K RAM on the cartridge (if necessitated 
by the program) and are designed to use the new sound synthesis 
and sprite graphics capabilities of these computers. Character 
set, math routines and other features not included in the MAX 
operating system must be included in the program ROM if required. 
Note that full screen bit mapping is not possible with the MAX so 
alternative programming techniques must be used to obtain effects 
usually achieved by bit mapping. Optimum program size is 4K (32K 
ROM) without using extra RAM. 


3. MAX Program Compatibility With COMMODORE 64. MAX cartridges 
plugged into the COMMODORE 64 cause the 04 to emulate a MAA 


MACHINE, This means MAX programs cannot access the 64's RAM 
memory, BASIC language, graphics characters or math capabilities. 


4. Cartridge Programs for COMMODORE 64 Series. Programs which 


use the COMMODORE 64's operating system, RAM, etc. require a 
different cartridge which will not work in the MAX MACHINE as 


currently configured. 


5. Program Development Tools. The following development tools 


are recommended for MAX program development. Reference materials 
and sprite editor disk were sent to all general managers June 16: 


- Commodore 64 

- Commodore 1541 Disk Drive 

-~ MAX Programming and Protocol Guide 

- Commodore 64 Sprite Editor Disk 

- PET/CBM with 6582 Assembler and appropriate peripherals 


6. MAX/VIC Software Relationship. Most of the programs written 


for the VIC-29 are available for conversion to the MAX, under the 
Same royalty terms. Commodore Japan is handling most of these 
conversions. VIC-29 program sales can be used to help identify 
most popular cartridges suitable for conversion to MAX, as well as 
provide a basis for estimating sales. 


7. MAX Programming Resources. Current programming resources 


include: 


-- International Marketing Group (using outside programmers) 

~- MOS Engineering Programming Group (original games) 

-- Commodore Japan (primarily program conversions) 

-- Commodore U.K., Canada, Germany, etc. (please let us 
know if you have any special MAX projects underway) 


~- M.Tomezyk 
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The P(500) & B(700) Series (PET II/CBM IT) 


Literature 


Brochures have been distributed. 


Technical Notes 

Software Authors package has been distributed to operating companies. 
A comprehensive Programmers Reference Manual is under preparation designed 
to be sold separately to the main user manual. It will cover both Series. 


Software Developments 


The following are the projects of international interest to which 
prototypes are being allocated (B Series): 


Project Developer Status 
CP/M Add-on U.S. Dev. Group Commodore Product 
CPM/86 Add-on U.S. Dev. Group Commodore Product 
U.S. Modems U.S./Anchor Commodore Product 
Filefax Database U.S.716M.Os Commodore Product 
Assembler U.S./Midwest Group Commodore Product 
Electronic Spreadsheet UsSe/16SsA. Commodore Product 
Spreadsheet Graphics U.S./1.5.A Commodore Product 
Financial Planning U.S./1.S.A. Commodore Product 
Executive Diary/Memo U.S./1.S.A Commodore Product 
U.C.S.D. Pascal U.S./Prof. Cahan Commodore Product 
Wordpro Office System U.S./Professional S/W Third Party Product 
CP/M Disk Format Translator U.S. Midwest Commodore Product 
IBM Protocols Canada/ Commodore Product 
The Manager Canadian MicroDistributors Third Party Product 
Silicon Office U.K./Bristol Software Third Party Product 
Wordcraft U.K./Dataview Third Party Product 
Compiler U.K./Oxford Computer Commodore Product 
Omninet Communications U.S./Corvus (T. Hyltin) Third Party Product 


Forth & Related Software U.K./Datatronics (Sweden) Probable Third Party 
Prototypes 
Prototypes have been delivered to the above projects. Upgrade ROM's will 


be distributed the first week in July as initial prototypes were not 
Suitable for major software development. 
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P-Series 


SYSTEM TREE 


NEW UNDER 
EXISTING DESIGN CONSIDERATION 


-~DATASSETTE -Modem III 
(1200/300 baud 


smart modem) 


~CBM IEEE Disk Drives 


-RAM expansion 
(8088/Z80 card) card (640K) 


--CBM IEEE Printers -Modem I -Color Monitor 
(300 baud dumb) 


-CBM IEEE Hard Disk -Modem II -Accoustic Coupler 
(300 baud smart) (European model) 
-Memory Expander (128K) -Cartridge Expander 
| Board 


-Networking Cartridge -Low cost disk 
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B-Series 


SYSTEM TREE 


NEW 
EXISTING DESIGN 


-DATASSETTE 


--CBM IEEE Disk Drives 


(8088/Z80 card) 


-CBM IEEE Printers -Modem I 
(300 baud dumb) 


~CBM IEEE Hard Disk -~Modem II 
(300 baud smart) 


—-Memory Expander (128K) 


-Networking Cartridge 


July 2 1982 


UNDER 
CONS IDERATION 


~Modem III 
(1200/300 baud 
smart modem) 


-RAM expansion 
card (640K) 


-Low cost disk 


-Accoustic Coupler 
(European model) 


-Cartridge Expander 
Board 


The following is a reference guide to a number of potential products 
that could be derived from the new series. Not all products will proceed 
to market but have been priced to show possible relationships for 
reference. 


Potential Range 


Proposed 
Retail 
Series Price Description 
P $995 40 column, color, 128K RAM 
B $995 80 column, 128K RAM 
B $1295 80 column, 128K RAM, Green Monitor 
B $1695 80 column, 128K RAM, Green Monitor, 
Single 170K, Built-in Drive 
BX $1695 80 column, 256K RAM, Second 8088 
Processor 
B $2495 80 column, 256K RAM, Dual Drives (340K) 
Green Monitor 
BX $2995 80 column, 256K RAM, Dual Double-—Sided 


Drives (680K), Green Monitor, Second 
8088 Processor 


Series Code 


P —- Refers to 40 column color units for software compatibility 
B - Refers to 80 column units for software compatibility 
X — Refers to additional built-in 16-bit 8088 processor as standard item 


Model Reference 


Model numbers in the 500 and 700 range will now be used in 
conjunction with the series code. 


All models can take on additional plug-in Z80 card with CP/M option. 
The full 256K memory is needed for the 8088 plug-in option. These two 
processors cannot be physically included together. 


Retail Pricing for Planned Add-On Options 


These are exactly the same as the prices for buying the items 
initially built-in: 


8088 Board $300 
128K RAM $400 
Single Disk Drive (170K) $400 
CRT Monitor $300 
Z80 CP/M Option $300 


These prices for each potential model shown are arrived at by adding 
the prices to the base units. 


Announcements 


The following are the three(3) products that were announced at NCC: 


Commodore P128 now P500 Series $995 (PETIT) 
Commodore B128 now B700 Series $1695 (CBMIT) 
Commodore BX256 now BxX700 Series $2995 (16—bit CBMIT) 


All units are based on Commodore's own 6510 Microprocessor. 


Already Announced 


The following will be the U.S. prices on the products announced 
originally at the January CES: 


Commodore MAX Machine $179.95 
Commodore 64 $595 


Planned Models 
A low profile version of the 80 column 'B' series with no monitor or 


disk built in is now planned to be the first of this series into 
production. 


The SuperPET (SP9000) 


Software Update 


COBOL - this will be available (from Waterloo) as a standard package 
included in production from July 15th. 


Electronic Spreadsheet Family - This family of 4 _ packages: 
Spreadsheet, Graphics Package, Financial Tools and Executive Diary was 
demonstrated at NCC and should add greatly to the appeal of this machine. 
They will be available August. 


An Electronic Spreadsheet written in Forth from Sweden is also under 
consideration. 
General 


The C2N cassette is undergoing a housing redesign. 


USER DEVELOPMENTS 


Power/Play Magazine 


This new user magazine geared to Home computing with emphasis on 
entertainment started up in June and has particular emphasis on VIC. It 
is of potential interest internationally - copies have been sent to all 
Commodore companies. This is complementary to the bi-monthly Commodore 
Microcomputer Magazine. As well as a post-sales exercize to users, it is 
being used at a retail level as a pre-sales item with dealers stocking it. 


Commodore Information Network (Telecomputing) 


Also started in June was a Commodore Information Network on the 
"CompuServe" System. This covers all products and is likely to be of 
prime interest to North America. However, the design concepts may be of 
use aS this computer aspect grows in other countries. We now provide 
1,000 pages of information and are entitled to royalties on connect time 
from CompuServe. 


ADDITIONAL HARDWARE PROJECTS 


The following is a summary of some hardware projects currently being 
considered/investigated for 1983. 


Computers 


Cost Reduced VIC 20 (VICMAX!) 
Commodore 16 (16K consumer verSion of Commodore 64 - 
expandable to 32K) 
Teachers PET (B & W version of Commodore 64 with integral monitor) 
Low Cost Computer (Sinclair ZX81 competitor). 
Hand Held Computer 
16-Bit Computer 


Backup Storage 


Mass Tape Storage Device 
Microdrive (Sinclair competitor) 


Printers 


Low cost electrostatic/themal printer (Sinclair competitor 

for VIC series) 
Letter Quality Printer (Japan) 
Low cost pen/plotter printer (VIC series) 
8023 with housing change for both 4022 & VIC 1515 replacements 
Low cost single floppy 


Modems (Anchor Automation) 
UK Version VIC Modem 
Auto Answer/Dial for VIC 
Low Cost 300 Baud for P & B Series 
300 Baud Auto Answer/Auto Dial for P & B Series 
1200 Baud Auto AnsSwer/Auto Dial for P & B Series 
Other 


Joystick replacement/update 
Light Pen 


Typewriters 


A range of intelligent typewriters is also be considered. 
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